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by John HK. Riley

The Sebastopol City Coun-
cil's decision last week to reject
a residential development of-
fering a mix of afforda-
ble and “market-rate”
homes has exposed the
city to possible litiga-
tion and potential inval-
idation of its General
Plan.

* While no group or in-
dividual has yet stated
publicly if they will sue

11

get

analysis of the whole (approv-

(

the issue.

al) procedure to see if that was
done correctly, and whether or
not the few options that we
have, are applicable to that

| am hoping we can get
enough people involved to
to reopen
~Yvonne Cornelius

the council)

ered
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sing project

But Gardner and his attorney
are not the only people investi-
gating their options.

Yvonne Cornelius, a candi-
date for city council last No-
vember, said there is
talk of mounting a re-
call campaign against
the four council mem-
bers who voted
against the project
(Anne Magnie, Lynn
Hamilton, Howard
Levy, and Bill Roven-
tini) or initiating a

the city for not approv-

ing the 48-unit Orchard Park
Feb. 16, there has been plenty
of behind-closed-doors discus-
sion. .
“We will take an in-dept

procedure and if there was any
violation of procedure (by the
city of Sebastopol),” said Rich-
ard Gardner, the project's de-
veloper.

petition drive in favor
of the development. 4
“I am hoping we can get
enough people involved to get
(the council) to reopen the is-
sue,” said Cornelius, former
president of Our Town, a grass-
roots citizen group, and one of
about 100 speakers who spoke
at last week's public hearing.
-Also in attendance at the
public hearing was Sebastopol

-~pesident” Robert Harkavy, a

member of Sonoma County
Housing Now (SCHN), a pri-
vate advocacy group which be-
lieves the long-term solution to
homelessness is the construction
of affordable housing.

“We haven't made any deci-
sion about whether to press for
litigation, but we definitely
have not ruled it out,” said
Harkavy, who is scheduled to
meet with Gardner this week.

SCHN filed a lawsuit
against the city of Healdsburg
(trial is scheduled to start in
April), charging the city is not
building enough affordable
housing. In the suit, SCHN al-
leges the city is in violation of
state law because the Housing
Element of its General Plan has
not been approved by the state
Department of Housing and
Community Development
(HCD).

Sebastopol also is vulnerable
to a similar court challenge, as
are most cities and counties in
California {only Cotati in Son-
oma County has an approved
Housing Element).

Sebastopol's five-year up-
date of its Housing Element was
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